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News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Chip Weiskotten, 202-226-8553
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HERSETH            SANDLIN MEETS WITH FSA OFFICIALS REGARDING 
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           SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICE CLOSURES
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May 23,            2007, Washington, D.C. –
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            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin met today with Farm Service Agency (FSA)            Administrator Teresa Lasseter and FSA South Dakota Executive Director            Steve Cutler in Washington regarding the proposed closure of several            FSA offices in South Dakota. 
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During the meeting,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin reiterated to Administrator Lasseter and Director            Cutler her concerns with USDA’s plan to close or consolidate seven local            FSA offices in South Dakota. Rep. Herseth Sandlin believes it is premature            to make drastic changes to our FSA offices while the Congress is just            now in the beginning stages of writing the 2007 Farm Bill, which will            determine the ways in which producers access and utilize FSA resources.            
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Rep. Herseth Sandlin            said, “I have heard from hundreds of South Dakota farmers and ranchers            in opposition to this plan, and I relayed those concerns to Administrator            Lasseter and Director Cutler. With a new farm bill on the horizon, I            continue to believe that our producers would be better served by slowing            down this process so we have a better understanding what our needs will            be under that new legislation. And with gas prices skyrocketing, the            last thing we want to do is make FSA offices further away from producers            than they already are.”
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In March 2007, Rep.            Herseth Sandlin introduced legislation to delay any closure of FSA offices            until one year after the reauthorization of the Farm Bill. Thus far,            the proposal has gained support from a bipartisan coalition in the House,            as well as support from industry groups such as the American Corn Growers            Association.
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#            # #
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Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Resources. In the 110th Congress, Herseth Sandlin was appointed            to serve on the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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